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22nd December 2025

Minutes of the Box Parish Full Council meeting held at 7.30pm on Thursday 18th December 2025 at The Pavilion, Box, SN13 8NT 

1.	Present:  

	Cllr T Walton (Chair)
	Cllr H Parker

	Cllr M Tye (Vice Chair)
	Cllr R Leach

	Cllr R Duncan
	Cllr S Roche

	Cllr R Haslett
	Cllr B Walton

	Cllr N Ingledew
	

	
	Cllr P Chamberlain (Wiltshire Councillor)

	
	Cllr P Wragg (Wiltshire Councillor)

	Clerk – S Vickery
	


   
2. Apologies.  To receive any apologies (and acceptance) for absence.  Cllr I Johnston and Cllr Davies sent apologies (accepted).  The Council was Quorate.  
			
3. Public Question Time.  Two members of the Public were present.  One member spoke about two issues:

a. The Bus Shelter at the Rudloe Arms is too small and there is no side protection from the weather.  Cllr Chamberlain replied that shortly, there will be a county-wide bus shelter survey.
b. There is increasing vandalism at the former MoD site at Westwells (no.2 Site).   

4. Declarations of interest relating to items on the Agenda.  Nil.

5. Chair’s Announcements. 

a. There will be an Engagement Evening for the residents of Tynings and Boxhill on Monday 5th January, 6-7pm.  The Steering Group of the Neighbourhood Plan will be present.  
b. New Chair of Highways.  Invitations were invited and Cllr Leach, the current Vice Chair, was content to stand; this was unanimously resolved.    
  
6. Previous Minutes.  The Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 27th November 2025 were submitted and agreed.  

7. Co-Option.  As the sole candidate for co-option was not present, his application would be held over to January 2026.    The candidate’s biography was displayed and he would be invited to the Engagement Event on 5th January 2026.    

8. Committee minutes and reports from chairs:
a. Personnel.  The Minutes of the Meeting held on 8th December 2025 were submitted and agreed.   
i. Resolved.  (unanimously)
· The revised Lone Worker Policy.
· The revised Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Policy.
ii. Resolved.  To change the Pension contribution of the Team from the current split of 3% employer and 5% employee to an equal split of 5% employer and 5% employee (in budget) wef 1st April 2026.  
b. Open Spaces Management Committee.  
i. Resolved.  To accept the Chippenham Paving quote of £3,938+VAT for part of the Cemetery Path.  There were 8 votes in favour with one abstention.  
c. Highways Committee.
i. Resolved.  To pay 25% of the costs for 5 x new SID poles and sockets across the Parish.  £650+VAT.  The Chair noted the recent Police report on speeding through the Parish and also wished to see the agreed sites for the new poles.    
ii. Resolved:  It was agreed to fund a £687+VAT contribution to the topographic survey.  

9. Budget 26-27.  Resolved.  The budget-setting paper and the recommendation for a Precept charge of £257,170 (which represents a 7.2% increase from last year) was resolved.  There was a discussion on whether this is sufficient funding, however based on historic spend and anticipated projects there was no change.  The Clerk agreed with the comment to extend the graphical display of historic Precept costs.
Action: Clerk to extend the graphical Precept information.    

10. Finance Accounts.  The Council noted and approved the following financial statements (attached at Annex A):

a. The December 2025 statement of balances.
b. The income and expenditure for mid month December 2025.
c. The remaining monthly payments for approval.  

11. Correspondence.  To receive any urgent correspondence.

a. The Chair noted that an Action Group had been formed for the BPNP and had written to the Council wilth a series of questions.  These questions are now under consideration with the Steering Group.  The Action Group has been invited to the BPNP Engagement Evening on 5th January 2026 where there series of questions and concerns can be addressed.   
b. Jubilee Centre.  The Council has received an estimate of costs for a new boiler at the Jubilee Centre.  Currently, the Centre meets its cost base and the Council just pays the annual peppercorn rent to Wiltshire Council.  It was agreed to consider the detail at the Buildings Committee on 5th January 2026, by inviting the Centre Chair to brief the Council. The Centre should also approach the Area Board and other sources of funding to secure a contribution.   
Action: Clerk to invite Centre Chair to 5th January Committee.

12. Representative Reports.  Chair’s Diary, Representatives’ reports (Area Board and LHFIG) and report from County Councillors.  
a. Highlights from the Area Board and LHFIG were covered.  
b. Cllr Chamberlain relayed the following:
i. WOMAD – there has been correspondence from Cllr Wragg on the traffic plan.  
ii. There has been a Green Room (Youth services) grant.
iii. Waste service changes being proposed.  Food waste and soft plastic disposal.  3-weekly collections.  Re-cycling centres closures.  
iv. Brian Mathew MP sends his best wishes.  
c. The Chair was keen for the Wiltshire Councillors to note and to feedback progress on two of the Parish’s current priorities: for Wiltshire Council to review its Tree Policy to recognise the contribution of mature and veteran trees to biodiversity and therefore to manage its trees with this in mind (cf the Alcombe Sycamore example) and the policy aspiration for all residential areas to be speed-limited to 20mph.   

13. Future Agenda Items and General Reports.  Items of report and future Agenda items were noted:

a. There had been 26 new trees planted on the Recreation Ground and Cemetery.
b. A thank you from Selwyn Hall for the Parish grant.   

14. Dates of forthcoming meetings in 2026:

	Buildings
	5th January

	Planning & Open Spaces 
	12th January

	Planning & Full Council
	29th January

	Finance and Governance
	2nd February 

	Highways
	16th February 

	Full Council
	26th February



15. Date of next meeting – as above, 7.30pm on Thursday 29th January 2026.
 




Signed and dated………………………………………………………………………………………….

Clerk to the Council	Steve Vickery	01225 742356	clerk@boxparishcouncil.gov.uk		www.boxparishcouncil.gov.uk	Council Office
The Parade	Box, Wiltshire	SN13 8NX
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Accounts for Payment – December 25
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Statement of Balances

as at 15th Dec 25

Lloyds

Represented in the following Funds

Current Account £32,175

High Interest Acct £56,167 General Reserves £126,739

£88,342

Less payments to go out £5,837

Working balance

£82,505

Earmarked Reserves

EMR - Sickness cover £7,000

Lloyds

CIL 22/23 £1,310

Fixed term deposit £25,000 CIL 21/22 £2,218

£17,500 

removed for 

RCC

CIL 20/21 £18,403

Balance in Lloyds

£107,505

EMR Rudloe & Boxhill £15,441

EMR Cemetery £15,700

Tennis Account £13 EMR Pavilion £32,363

£13 EMR Planning & Cons £6,841

Investments EMR Playing Fields £11,500

Bath Buiding Soc £85,947 EMR Office £11,568

Nationwide £63,854 EMR Highways £8,236

£149,801

Total Funds Value £257,319 £257,319
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Monthly Summary of Expenditure - Dec 25

Row Labels Sum of F&G Row Labels Sum of Cemetery Row Labels Sum of F&G

Amazon Prime fee

£9

J H Jones Cemetery Contract - Dec

£739

Finance & Governance

£6,053

Wales and West Utilities

£40

bOnline internet

£45

J H Jones Cemetery Contract - Nov

£739

Playing Fields

£2,350

Grand Total

£40

Box Revels - Grant

£2,000

Octupus Energy - Chapel

£12

Pavilion & Buildings

£230

Clear Insurance - Mule insurance

£1,284

Grand Total

£1,491

Cemetery

£1,491

John Miller

£183

Planning & Conservation

£5,922

Lloyds Charges

£6

Boxhill & Rudloe Open Spaces

£0

Octupus Energy - Office electric

£114

Personnel

£5,922

Row Labels Sum of Pl Fields

Office Gas

£162

Highways

£0

Bowls Club contract

£580

Selwyn Hall - Grant

£1,000

Row Labels Sum of Planning Total

£21,969

Bowls Club materials

£398

Wilts Council NDR car park

£91

Locality - BPNP

£3,222

Football Income - pitch

£206

Wilts Council Office NDR

£1,160

Paul Emerson - Viewing Platform

£2,700

Monthly Summary of Income  Swindon Borough - GWCF

£17,682

Grand Total

£6,053

Grand Total

£5,922

Grand Total

£18,866

Finance & Governance

£40

Playing Fields

£18,866

Pavilion & Buildings

£1,445

Row Labels Sum of Pl Fields Row Labels Sum of Pers Cemetery

£824

Row Labels Sum of Pavilion

Avon Sports (Bowls) Contract

£580

Giff Gaff 

£8

Planning & Conservation

£0

Pavilion hire

£1,445

Avon Sports (Bowls) Materials

£398

HMRC Payments

£2,361

Boxhill & Rudloe Open Spaces

£0

Grand Total

£1,445

Complete Irrigation Systems - Bowls

£292

NEST

£469

Personnel

£0

Hills Waste

£175

Novuna (Mower)

£330

Highways

£0

Tree Parts - Alcombe

£750

Octupus Energy - Tractor shed

£79

Water2Business

£15

Salaries

£5,837

Total

£21,175

Row Labels Sum of Cemetery

Wilts Council NDR Pav & Rec

£140

Wilts Council - Cox, Tax- Tax

£9

HF Lettings - Lodge

£791

Grand Total

£2,350

Grand Total

£9,094

Horse Field rental

£33

Grand Total

£824

Row Labels Sum of Pavilion

bOnline internet

£36

Feminen Hygiene  Initial

£37

Provac Cleaning

£36

Water2Business

£15

Wilts Council NDR Pav & Rec

£107

Grand Total

£230

Fin & Gov

Playing Fields

Pavilion

Cemetery

Fin & Gov

Playing Fields

Paviliion

Cemetery

Planning & Conservation

Personnel
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ApprovedPayment Date 

Reconciled

Details Totals

Salaries

£5,836.88

HMRC Payments

£2,361.44

Avon Sports (Bowls) Contract

£696.20

Avon Sports (Bowls) Materials

£477.00

Complete Irrigation Systems - Bowls

£350.40

J H Jones Cemetery Contract - Dec

£887.33

J H Jones Cemetery Contract - Nov

£887.33

Clear Insurance - Mule insurance

£1,283.77

John Miller

£219.38

Tree Parts - Alcombe

£900.00

Water2Business

£30.34

Selwyn Hall - Grant

£1,000.00

Box Revels - Grant

£2,000.00

Locality - BPNP

£3,866.15

Wilts Council - Cox, Tax- Tax

£4,050.00

Paul Emerson - Viewing Platform

£2,700.00

NEST

£445.20

Feminen Hygiene  Initial

£40.03

Octopus Energy - Tractor shed

£83.17

Octopus Energy - Chapel

£12.88

Octopus Energy - Office electric

£119.74

Office Gas

£170.60

Octopus Energy - Pavilion electric

£0.00

Pavilion Gas

£0.00

bOnline internet

£97.06

Novuna (Mower)

£396.00

Wilts Council NDR car park

£91.00

Wilts Council NDR Pav & Rec

£247.00

Hills Waste

£210.17

Lloyds Charges

£5.57

Amazon Prime fee

£8.99

Wilts Council Office NDR

£1,160.00

Giff Gaff 

£10.00

Provac Cleaning

£41.93

Amazon - Cleaning and PPE

£129.59

Tree Parts GWCF

£3,511.20

WALC - 7 Part SLCC

£450.00

Millers

£72.00

Clear Insyrance

£65.00

Newitts - netball posts

£444.96

Water to Business

£186.46
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